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How we teach VCOP

We encourage children to include
VCOP in every piece of writing they
produce. In order to help them do
this we use a range of resources:

. VCOP pyramids

. VCOP place mats

. VCOP displays in classrooms
. VCOP ICT programmes

We also make learning VCOP fun with
games!

Some examples you may want to try at home.....

Full stop, question mark or exclamation mark?
Look out! It's a cat!

What could these adjectives be describing?
fierce  fluttery

“before” or "because"? Which is the best con-
nective?
Mum was cross ... I broke her favourite vase.

What is the most interesting way to finish the
sentence?
A long time ago ....

What is the most interesting way to finish the
sentence?

To my utter amazement ...

Don't say "said” say ......
Replace "said" with a better word:
"Can I stay up late tonight,"” said Anna.

How can you support your child at home?

There are lots of ways in which you can extend
your child's learning at home:

Encourage your child to write at home e.g.
cards, labels, lists, diaries, stories etc
Discuss ideas for 'wow words’, connectives
and good openers which the children can
use

Find good examples of VCOP while sharing
a book together

Discuss homework together and make a
list of appropriate VCOP which the chil-
dren could use

Give praise for great use of language or
punctuation &

Play a VCOP game! )y~
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If you would like more information on
VCOP then please do not hesitate to

contact your child's teacher or, alterna-
tively, you could access the VCOP mate-

rials on the internet:

www.andrelleducation.co.uk

The Croft Primary School
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What is VCOP?

VCORP is used in each classroom to develop

children’s writing skills. It focuses on the

four main aspects of the writing process:

V—Vocabulary
C— Connectives
O—Openers

P— Punctuation

The VCOP materials, teach the pupils the
skills needed to improve their own writing. It
provides a selection of different language
and punctuation options for them fo use in
their writing. Each option is levelled so that
the children can not only make appropriate
choices, suitable for their ability, but also
aim to improve their writing by selecting vo-
cabulary and punctuation from the higher

level.

V—Vocabulary

‘Wow Words' to be used in writing.

s0.
Age 5/6 fist...
next.. lonely,
exciting... afraid.
interesting...  because...

beautiful... awful..
Age 6/7 enormous... worst...fierce...

adventure... accident... “magic...

gigantic... weird... freezing... quietly... silently

Age 7/8 bravely.. happiness... joy... sadness.. fear.
shelter... baggage... companion.
thunderous...  fearful... marvellous... attractive... generously..
Age 8/9 nervously... worriedly... patiently..  courage... experience... echo...

peak... wasteland... container... furnishings.. robe.

Age 9/10 sensitively..  timidly..  aggressively... imaginatively... unfortunate... murderous...
ge echoing... doubtful... emotion... anxiety... longing... ~progress...
system... communication... ingredient... vibration... prefer...

Age 10/11 outstanding/ly... ~tender/ly... biological/ly... formidable... outspoken... sten.. comical... pathetic...
dine... progress... create... adore... forbidding... yearning... ~speculation... silhouette... terrain... apparel..
vision... atmosphere.

Ambitious Vocabulary

C— Connectives

Powerful connectives or joining words which
can be used to link ideas

Al the above plus:

before after as well as
however  although  never the less

All the above plus

also  inadditonto  contrary to
however despite 50 as to nevertheless

A range of sophisticated ways of connecting thoughts,
ideas, phrases and sentences.

Connectives Pyramid
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O—Openers

Exciting language to use to open a sen-
tence.

Level Allthe above plus;
First... Then.. Next.. Last
2 Because... If.. When.. Afr..

All the above plas
Although... Before... Afterwards... Eventualy...
Sometimes.. Often... After awhile

Can experiment with noun phrases to open sentences e.g

All the above plus

Never.. Always.. Besides... Before... Even though/if..
Meanwhile... Before... However... Inaddition... An important thing.
Wealways... Ifithen... Although... Idiscovered... Having.
lactually..  Despite.. Dueto... As.. Having... |feltas..

Open with a wide range of sophisticated strategies.

Sentence Openers

P— Punctuation

Children learn the names of the different punctua-
tion on the pyramid and apply them in their writing.




